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Message from the Chair 

Welcome to the autumn edition of the 

societyôs newsletter.  As you will see 

this is our largest edition with our 

widest range of contributors to date. 

 
In my new role as chairman I should 

like to thank Ray for the professional 

way in which he chaired the society 

over the last few years.  Under his 

chairmanship the society has continued 

to flourish and he will be a hard act to 

follow!  Thanks Ray. 

 

Our spring season began with the very 

sad news that June (Fearon) had died 

following a short illness.  Her 

unexpected passing was a great shock to 
many of us.  Quite a few CSLH 

members attended a memorial service in 

Tattenhall parish church in February to 

celebrate her life.  Although often away 

on her travels, June always made a very 

valuable contribution to our committee 

meetings.  June is, and will be, very 

sadly missed. 

 

Our society continues to thrive in 2009.  

We now have 148 members.  Our spring 
lectures were well attended and all our 

field visits, described in more detail 

elsewhere in the newsletter, were 

oversubscribed.  Our summer BBQ was 

a great success.  With a short visit in the 

morning to work up an appetite and 

plenty of wonderful food to be sampled, 

this could easily become a popular 

annual event!  Our study/field visit to 

Whalley Abbey and its environs is 
rapidly approaching.  I am sure this visit 

will live up to expectations.  Let us hope 

the weather is kind!  A really big thank 

you to everyone who has been involved 

in the organisation of all these events. 

 

Preparations for the 2010 programme of 

events are now well in hand and details 

will be published in the January 

newsletter. 

 

Sharon Varey 
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Henry VIIIôs Act of Union of 1536 brought an end to the political landscape of 

North East Wales that had endured since Edward I had drawn up the Statute of 

Wales (1284). The county of Flintshire created in 1284 had been administered as 

part of the Kingôs palatinate of Chester allowing the Crown to retain control of the 

countyôs valuable lead and silver reserves while the new marcher lordships of 
1282, created to act as buffer states on the border of North Wales, were swept 

away and the castles erected to control these lordships at Holt, Chirk, Ruthin and 

Denbigh became redundant although some remained in use as private residences. 

The lands of the marcher lordships were consolidated as the new county of 

Denbighshire. 

 

These political changes heralded a new focus in the relationship between Chester 

and North Wales based upon economic co-operation rather than conflict and 

military dominance. The lead mining industry of Flintshire was an area of activity 

where there was a close relationship between the city and port of Chester and 

North East Wales. This relationship contributed to landscape change both in the 

hill areas where mining was carried out and along the coast where the mining 
activity of the hinterland gave rise to a series of smelters and port installations 

related to the trade in lead, zinc and coal.  

 

The mines of the area had been in decline during the 15th century but there were 

signs of a revival in the late 16th century1 that brought about a degree of landscape 

change. William Radcliffe, a London-born man, had acquired the mineral rights of 

the Rhuddlan and Coleshill areas of Flintshire from the Crown in 1589.  By the end 

of the century, Radcliffe was sending pigs of lead from his smelter at Mold to his 

warehouse in Watergate Street, Chester prior to being shipped out to London via 

the Dee Estuary. Radcliffe also took his lead directly from his Mold smelter to an 

anchorage at Wepre Pool on the Dee2. A former mayor of Chester in 1672-3, 
merchant Gawen Hudson, purchased 300 tons of pottersô ore from Halkyn 

(presumably for use as a glaze) for storage in his Watergate Street warehouse in 

1665. This consignment had been smelted at Mold. 

 

The Grosvenor family of Eaton near Chester acquired Radcliffeôs mines and Mold 

smelting mill in 1601 and also bought the mineral rights to the Crown lordships of 

Coleshill and Rhuddlan outright in 1634. In 1664, the Grosvenors acquired further 

mineral rights and subsequently bought the freehold of Crown lands in the 

Lordships of Bromfield and Yale in Denbighshire3.  The Grosvenor familyôs 
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appreciation of the potential of North Wales mineral resources may have been 

enhanced following the marriage in 1628 between Sir Richard Grosvenor (2nd 

baronet) and Sydney Mostyn, daughter of Sir Richard Mostyn whose estates 

included much of Flintshireôs rich deposits of lead, silver, zinc and coal4.  From the 

17th century the lead mines in the areas controlled by the Grosvenors gave 
substantial financial returns, so much so that the term ñGrosvenor Minesò became 

synonymous for wealth5.  Other landowners were attracted by the prospect of good 

returns. The Hughes family of Trecastell owned and worked the lead mine at 

Talargoch near Prestatyn in 1573. In 1642, the Myddletons of Chirk Castle were 

partners in one of the Grosvenor mines at Maeshafn in the Alyn Valley6.  The lead 

was smelted locally. In 1602 lead ore from the Halkyn area was being smelted at 

Thomas Jonesô mill at Flint and the lead produced sent by sea to Bristol and 

Holland. Thus the expansion in lead mining in Flintshire after 1660 was triggered 

not only by good market conditions but also the initiative of local landowners. The 

huge costs of lead mining incurred through greater investment in draining the 

mines and processing greater quantities of ore was met to a great extent by co-

operation between landowning families such as the Grosvenors, the Myddletons 
and Mostyns together with wealthy local merchants7. 

 

The whole of the Dee Estuary coastline formed part of the Port of Chester. The 

first record of Flintshire ores being transported by sea dates from 1582. The coastal 

trade in lead grew during the 17th century with records indicating shipments to 

London, Bristol and Rotterdam in 1679. As a result of the success of Chester as a 

port, merchants in the city accumulated considerable wealth. It is therefore no 

surprise to find these wealthy men taking an active interest in lead mining on the 

Flintshire coast, which provided valuable cargoes for their ships. 

 

One such merchant was Daniel Peck. Peck owned lead smelters at Leadbrook and 
Flint by 1699. One of his furnaces was supplied with coal from an adjacent 

colliery. Apart from shipping lead from the Dee, Peck was also a Cheshire salt 

refiner and mineral agent for the Mostyn family and employed to buy silver 

wherever it was available by the Mines Adventurersô Company. He was for a time, 

Deputy Receiver of Crown land revenue in North Wales8.  

 

A letter book survives recording Peckôs trading activities in the period 1703-59, 

when his vessels were trading with Ireland and Bristol, and were also heavily 

involved in the importation of wine. It is possible that Peck was related to Jasper 

Peck, the North Wales landowner who was Sir John Trevorôs agent dealing in 

mineral leases during the later 17th century.  Despite an obviously wide range of 

contacts Daniel Peck hit financial problems and he was declared bankrupt in the 
early years of the 18th century. It has been claimed that this was partly because his 

lead smelters could not compete with the London Lead Companyôs state-of-the-art 

reverberatory furnace at Gadlys near Bagillt which opened in 170310. 
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The costs of mining lead were high. Drainage, smelting and transport costs were 

considerable and grew as mines became larger and deeper. Until the advent of 

limited liability in the second half of the 19th century, only large chartered joint 

stock companies offered investors any degree of security. Perhaps the best-known 

local examples of such companies were the London Lead Company (1695) and the 
River Dee Company (1740). Even so, the collapse of the South Sea Company in 

1720 made investors wary of the risks involved in venture capital. Chester was the 

source of a considerable amount of such venture capital employed in the mining of 

Flintshire lead. It had long been the practice of Chester merchants to finance 

maritime trading by dividing the ownership of ships into thirty two or sixty four 

parts thus spreading the risk involved. Many of those buying into the ship were not 

just merchants but local tradesmen11. This practice was later adopted in the 

purchase of leases in the lead mining industry and in spreading the costs and risks 

of a mining venture. This practice also encouraged the development of local 

commercial business networks along the Welsh coast and into Chester. 

 

 

 

In 1736, two partners, James Parker, a mercer and alderman of Chester, and 

Thomas Lloyd ñgentò of Chester took a lease on mining land on Halkyn Mountain. 

Another Chester tradesman, Richard Richardson I, a gold and silver smith, had 

wide interests in the lead industry of North East Wales. He was a partner in the 

Maes-y-safn mine near Mold from the 1720s. The Richardson family also owned 

the Llanerch-y-mor (on the Flintshire coast) and Pentrobin (Hawarden parish) lead 

smelters12 and invested further in lead mining at Mineraôs ñCityò lands from 1744, 

Llanferres in 1746 and Graig, (Llanarmon yn Ial) in 174613.  After Richard 
Richardson Iôs death in 1769, his two sons inherited his Llanferres estate with its 

mineral rights and other lead mining interests. A record of 1761 tells us that 

Richard Richardson II (1717-89), mayor of Chester 1757-8 and son of a prominent 

gold and silversmith and investor in the lead industry, bought shares in a ship 

Early lead mining landscape showing the hamlet of 

Pwll Clai, Halkyn mountain 



known as the óChester Traderô from a local druggist. The work of the Richardsonôs 

is displayed in three display cases in Chesterôs Grosvenor Museum, which 

describes Richardson II as the greatest of Chesterôs silversmiths. This raises the 

question as to why Chesterôs most prominent silver smiths of the 18th century 

would want to invest in lead mining and smelting. The answer may lie in the fact 
that silver is a by-product of lead smelting, hence their possession of two Flintshire 

lead smelters. This suggests that there may have been a working link between 

Chesterôs silversmiths and the miners and smelters of lead and silver ores in 

Flintshire. 

 

Following a technological breakthrough, lead smelters began using local coal 

rather than charcoal. One early example occurred at Flint in 1696 run by Chester 

merchant Alderman George Mainwaring, who formerly handled the shipping of 

lead from the Dee Estuary. Joseph Duke, also of Chester, had an interest in a lead 

smelter at Minera and the Maes-y-safn (Maeshafn) mine in Llanferres, a venture in 

which Richard Richardson II also held shares. A lease dating from 172214 indicates 

that outside investors were investing in this mine that was run as a partnership 
between two Chester merchants George Prescott and William Langton. Other 

businessmen and landowners subsequently made investments. The new partnership 

sank two new shafts close to the centre of the present day village of Maeshafn the 

growth of which owed much to Chester-based investment. 

 

In the lead and zinc mining area of Minera near Wrexham, apart from the 

Grosvenors, the other important landowners were the city companies of Chester. A 

wealthy Chester butcher, Owen Jones, who had been born in poor circumstances in 

Northop, had acquired these lands in the early years of the 17th century and had 

bequeathed them to the city companies on his death in 1659. In the early years of 

the 18th century, new discoveries of lead ore deposits were found and exploited on 
both the city lands and those of the Grosvenors. By the close of the 17th century, a 

distinctive settlement pattern was emerging in the Minera district. Traditionally, 

miners here had been granted a plot of land on which to build their houses, which 

was later, declared free of Hearth Tax. Consequently a pattern of scattered cottages 

set within their own land emerged, remnants of which can still be detected in 

todayôs landscape. The stone built Cornish engine house of a mine located in the 

City Lands and known as the City Shaft or Meadows Shaft survives and has been 

restored as an open-air museum. The shaft formed part of the Minera Mines 

Company operations and was sunk in 1847. In its late 19th century heyday, the 

shaft was used for pumping and raising ore. At 375 metres in depth, the shaft was 

the deepest lead mine in North East Wales. 

 
On the hill top of Esclusham Mountain, which rises steeply above the City Lands 

of Minera, the remains of a mine known as the South Miners Mine are located. The 

Chairman of the company was Sir Edward Samuel Walker of Chester (1799-1874). 

He was a partner in the Chester lead works of Walker, Parker & Co., and also had a  

Page 6 Page 7 



 

 

financial stake in a lead smelter at Bagillt and lead mines at Dyserth15.  Walker also 

enjoyed public recognition for his achievements. He was Mayor of Chester in 1838 
and received a knighthood in the 1840s. Later in life he went on to receive the title 

of High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire.  

 

In one case, a North Wales industrialist went on to achieve recognition in Chester. 

Benjamin Perrin was an important individual in the development of the lead 

mining and smelting industry in the first half of the 18th century. A lease of 1726 

records him as a partner in mines near Loggerheads16. In 1728, Perrin owned a lead 

smelter at Bagillt and a red lead manufacturing works in the Greenfield Valley. A 

lease dating from 1736 shows that Perrin was actively exploiting the lead ores in 

the parishes of Llanarmon yn Ial and Llanferres. In a later lease, he was described 

as a ñmerchantò and ñgentò who resided at ñFarmeò in Flint, possibly identified as 
the farmhouse known as ñFfermò near Bagillt (GR220738). His partner was John 

Comberbach, an alderman of Chester17.  In 1738 he acquired a one-quarter share of 

mining rights on Halkyn Mountain at what was called the ñpotato garden worksò. 

In 1743, the Coalbrookdale Company supplied a steam engine to Benjamin Perrin 

to work the Llyn-y-pandy mine near Loggerheads in the Alyn Valley, which is 

thought to be the Newcomen steam engine that worked the ñPerrin's Shaftò (GR 

9706570.)18.  By 1748, Benjamin Perrinôs address is given as Chester indicating 

that he had been sufficiently successful to purchase a residence outside the mining 

areas. His social standing in Chester was clearly significant since he held the office 

of Sheriff of Chester in 1742-3. In 1722 Perrin married Jane Adams, a 

granddaughter of one of the well-established Chester Comberbach family. Perrin 

died at Chester in 1761. 
 

During the 18th century the Panton family engaged in lead and silver mining in the 

Bagillt area of Flintshire. The first Paul Panton was a descendant of an old 

Flintshire family from the Coleshill area who acquired the house and estate of what 
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was later to be called ñPlas Panton,ò Bagillt, through marriage to Mary Griffiths, 

heiress to the estate, in the 1720s. His interest in lead mining probably stems from 

the mid 1720s19.  His better-known son Paul Panton II (1727-1797) was often 

referred to as Panton ñthe elderò.  Panton II was a barrister and antiquarian and a 

close friend of fellow antiquarian, Thomas Pennant. Like his father, and many of 
his ambitious contemporaries, Panton married an heiress, Jane Jones of Plas Gwyn 

in Anglesey (1756). Despite inheriting the large Plas Gwyn estate, he continued his 

fatherôs interest in lead mining in Flintshire owning the profitable Milwr and 

Talargoch mines. A member of the Panton family of Plas Gwyn, Anglesey, Eliza 

Panton, married Colonel Delves Broughton and resided after 1815 at Hoole House, 

Chester where she created the well-known garden that featured in an earlier edition 

of this newsletter. 

 

 

Most of the lead smelted in Flintshire during the seventeenth century was sent by 

sea to London where some of it was re-exported to the continent. However, there 
were alternative markets.  In 1684, the Grosvenors were exporting lead ore to 

smelters near Bristol from the Dee Estuary20. Later, these exports consisted of lead 

pig smelted in newly built smelters at Bagillt and Flint. Exports of lead from 

Chester to British ports such as Liverpool, Bristol and London increased from 249 

tons in 1700 to 4204 tons in 1740. Exports of lead to foreign destinations were also 

steadily increasing in this period21.  Lead from the Gadlys smelter near Bagillt even 

reached the Far East. From 1728, regular shipments of Flintshire calamine (zinc 

ore) to London feature in port returns.  

 

From the mid 17th century there is evidence of production of coal for export in 

Flintshire where coal mined close to the coast was taken by boat from local creeks 

on the Dee Estuary to Ireland and upstream to Chester. In North Wales during the 
mid 17th century, the Flintshire coal industry was able to export coal via the River 

Dee to markets in Ireland and Chester so creating much faster growth in the 

industry here than in neighbouring Denbighshire which was remote from navigable 

rivers22. 
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A number of Chester-registered vessels were involved in the slave trade but made 

their voyages from Liverpool23. The Dee ports were also involved in the slave trade 

during the second half of the 18th century. Brass ornaments and trinkets made in 

the brass works of Holywell were sent to Liverpool for export to West Africa.  
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In the mid-19th Century, wire drawing was an important industry in Warrington.  In 

1848, following the death of John Rylands (who had been a partner in Greenings 

Wire Drawers), his three sons formed a new company called Rylands Brothers.  

Their business was highly successful and, around 1870, the brothers, John, Thomas 

and Peter moved out of Warrington and came to live in Thelwall where each built a 

new, grand house.   

Peter Rylands was Chairman of the company and besides wire drawing, his main 

interests lay in politics and public service.  He became a chief magistrate, served as 

Mayor of Warrington and was elected Liberal MP for Burnley.  For his Thelwall 

residence, he bought about 33 acres (13ha) of farmland bordering the Bridgewater 

Canal in order to create a park with his house at the centre. 

Never a man to do things by half, Peter Rylands commissioned the leading 

designer of the day, Edward Kemp, to set out his park.  Kempôs plans, which are in 

Warrington Library, included not just parkland but a walled kitchen garden with a 

range of service buildings including stores and glass-houses supplied by John 

Webster of Wavertree1.  Kemp began work in January 1874 and the park and 

buildings were completed by the time of Peter Rylandsô death in 1887.  The park 

remains unchanged to this day. 

Edward Kemp (1817-1891) trained at Chatsworth under Sir Joseph Paxton who 

was Superintendent of the gardens of the Duke of Devonshire and whose name will 

always be associated with the Crystal Palace as well as the glass-houses at 

Massey Park, Thelwall, Cheshire: 
An unaltered Edward Kemp designed park 
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Chatsworth. 

It was Paxton who produced the basic design for Birkenhead Park, beginning in 

1843, but it was Kemp who, on Paxtonôs recommendation, came to Birkenhead 

and supervised the construction of that park, becoming Park Superintendent in 

1845 at an annual salary of £150.  He lived in the Italian Lodge and over the 

following decades it was Kemp who was responsible for the planting of 

Birkenhead Park and for overseeing its development. 

In 1850, the American landscape designer F.L. Olmsted came to Birkenhead 

during a tour of Europe and was greatly impressed by Birkenhead.  Many of the 

features he saw were later incorporated into his winning design for New York 

Central Park. 

Whilst living at Birkenhead, Kemp accepted commissions to design parks and 

gardens, several of which were in Liverpool or Cheshire but few survive.  Massey 

Park is not only a survivor but has never been altered.  

Only two generations of Rylands lived at Massey Hall and when, in 1948, the 

second Peter Rylands died, the hall and park were bequeathed to Lancashire 

County Council ófor educational purposesô.  The park was let for grazing, the 

greenhouses and other outbuildings were allowed to decay while the Hall was 

converted into a specialised boarding school.  In 2007, that school was closed and 

the estate was put up for sale.  Warrington Borough Council having been alerted to 

the significance of the park, conducted an extensive survey.  Tree Preservation 

Orders were placed on about 57 specimen trees (almost certainly supplied to Kemp 

by Caldwellls of Knutsford in the 1870s) and around 8 stands of trees were 

similarly protected2.  The park (as yet unsold) is designated Greenbelt but neither 

this designation nor the TPOs confer absolute protection to what is still an intact 

and mature if unloved Kemp park.  

 

References 

1 Warrington Library, Local History Section, Roll SR164, Plans for P. Ryland Esq., 

Massey Hall by E. Kemp, January 1874. 

2 Warrington Borough Council (Massey Hall) Tree Preservation Order 457, 24th 

January 2009. 
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It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Margaret Gelling earlier this 

year.  She was an expert on English place names, having spent in excess of sixty 

years drawing out the subtleties of their etymologies.  There are probably few 

members reading this page who have not referred to her work at some point in their 

research.  Those of you who have been associated with the CSLH since its early 
days will remember that Margaret Gelling spoke to the society on two occasions 

(1991 and 1998).  

 

Margaret was born in Manchester in November 1924 before moving to Kent as a 

child.  She studied English at St Hildaôs College, Oxford where she was 

encouraged by Dorothy Whitelock to investigate place names.  This is where her 

ñobsessionò, as she called it, began.  She started working for the English place 

name society, initially as a research assistant in 1946.  Founded in the 1920s, the 

EPNS at this time concentrated its efforts upon habitative names that were 

associated with settlement, as these were believed to be earlier and more 

interesting than other place names.  Through a life timeôs work, Margaret Gelling 

showed the importance of topographical names in understanding the landscape and 
place name studies.  She established that the Anglo Saxons had many words for 

topographical features.  To take but one example, her research demonstrated there 

were in excess of 40 words for óhillô depending on its shape, size and angle of 

slope.  In an age without maps these linguistic subtleties would have acted as a 

precise description of the Anglo Saxon landscape and these distinctive names 

would have been important for navigation. 

 

It may come as a surprise to some that Margaret Gelling never held an academic 

post.  However she lectured widely, wrote extensively and produced three of the 

county surveys of place names (Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Shropshire).  Her 

books appealed to a wide audience and according to her nephew, Adrian Midgeley, 
ñshe was delighted to think that the public, reading her books, would suddenly 

learn to read their habitat, and see it with completely different eyesò.  Margaret was 

a firm believer that ñwhen it came to understanding English place names, there was 

no substitute for donning your wellies and using your eyesò.  

Don your wellies and 
use your eyes!  

Sharon Varey 



P is for éPlace-names 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dunham on its Hill 

 

There were many words for 'hill' in Old English, but it wasn't till the late 

Margaret Gelling and Ann Cole pointed it out that place-name scholars realised 
that an eminence called '-hill' (OE hyll) has a spikier outline than one called   

'-don' (dun), that a '-hoe' (hoh) is heel-shaped, a 'ness' (næs) nose-shaped, or that 

a 'hope' (hop) is a blind valley opening high up off a larger valley.  John 

Dodgson had already determined eight separate meanings for OE hamm, 

including 'land projecting into water', 'river-meadow', 'dry ground in marsh', and 

'cultivated plot in marginal land'.  There are many apparent meanings for halh 

('nook'), including 'settlement in a slightly sunken ï so hidden ï position'. 

 

Why not visit 

Cheshire:  Dunham (42m), Farndon (26m), Bowdon (23m), Bosden (76m).  

Over (Winsford) is a classic ofer/ufer, 'site on the tip of a flat-topped hill-spur'.  
Shropshire:  7 hops for the price of one in Hope Dale sw of Much Wenlock:  

Presthope, Easthope, Wilderhope, Millichope, Middlehope, Westhope, 

Dinchope; halh as above between Telford and Albrighton at Sheriffhales, 

Haughton, Shifnal, Kilsall and Boningales.  North-east Wales:  Flint, named 

(using the OE word) for the rock on which the castle was built; Sealand, a 

polder ï the Dee canalised 1737, but natural silting meant the name is recorded 

1726; Ewloe, 'hill or mound near source of stream':  two streams merge to form 

Wepre Brook just north of the castle hill, which Hywel Wyn Owen has 

suggested was wǛoh-beorg, 'temple-hill'. 

 

A ... Z of  Landscape History 
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Further information  

J. Field, Discovering Place-Names (4th edn, Princes Risborough, Shire, 2005); M. 

Gelling, Signposts to the Past: place-names and the history of England (2nd edn, 

Chichester, Phillimore, 1988); M. Gelling & A. Cole, The Landscape of Place-

Names (Stamford, Shaun Tyas, 2000).  The county volumes published by the 
English Place-Name Society are essential for serious study, and extremely detailed.  

The late John McNeil Dodgson completed The Place-Names of Cheshire, parts 1-5 

in 7 volumes (Cambridge/Nottingham, CUP/EPNS, 1970-97).  Five volumes of 

The Place-Names of Shropshire (Nottingham, EPNS, 1990- ) had been published at 

the time of Margaret Gelling's death in April, and one more was in production.  

The nearest equivalent for north-east Wales is The Place-Names of East Flintshire 

(Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 1994).  The best general dictionaries are 

currently A. D. Mills, A Dictionary of English Place-Names (Oxford, Oxford 

University Press, 1991) and H. W. Owen & R. Morgan, Dictionary of the Place-

Names of Wales (Llandysul, Gomer Press, 2007). 

 

Q is for é Quarries 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parc-y-meirch quarry has destroyed Dinorben promontory fort 

 

Quarries are as old as tool-making humankind, and their influence on the landscape 

is long lasting.  The granite roadstone quarry at Penmaenmawr is still in business.  

On the hills above it, you can still find traces of the Neolithic stone axe factory that 

ceased trading some time ago ï though the evidence of the trade is still extant.  

Good stone has always been at a premium, even in stony areas:  the red sandstone 

of Rhuddlan and Conwy castles probably came from near Chester.  Quarries can 

range in size from tens of hectares to a small rock-scrape in the corner of a field 

that can be identified as a road-mending quarry allocated on a local enclosure map. 
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Why not visit 

Cheshire:  the remains of gritstone quarries at Mow Cop, where curved tooling 

marks can be seen. There are numerous sites in Chester itself including Edgarôs 

Field, Handbridge and the former coach station.  There are also 18th century 

industrial remains at Old Alderley stone quarry; the Kerridge Tramway at 
Bollington.  Shropshire:  Llanymynech Heritage Area ï 19th century limestone 

quarries and limeworkings; The Quarry in Shrewsbury ï once a medieval quarry, 

now a park; Haughmond Abbey ï where there are quarry faces and hollows.  North 

Wales:  National Slate Museum, Llanberis; Minera quarry (lead/zinc/limestone) 

with its battery of Hoffman limekilns; Halkyn Mountain:  limestone, hydraulic 

lime (used in Liverpool and Birkenhead Docks), chert (used in the Potteries), 

'marble', clay and sand quarries scattered among the lead mines:  see   

www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/holywell/hoindust.htm . 

 

Further information  

P. Stanier, Quarries and Quarrying (Princes Risborough, Shire, 1985); M. 

Williams, The Slate Industry (Princes Risborough, Shire, repr. 1998).  See also R. 
Merfyn Jones, The North Wales Quarrymen 1874-1922 (Cardiff, University of 

Wales Press, 1999).  N. Harrison,  Rock Around Wirral:  a guide to the geological 

sites of interest in the natural landscape and to the building stones in some towns 

of the Wirral peninsula (Liverpool, Liverpool Geological Society, 2004) and Rock 

Around Chester:  a guide to the building stones in the city of Chester (Liverpool, 

Liverpool Geological Society, 2006). 

 

R is for é Railways 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LNWR settlement at Saltney Ferry (Mold Junction) 

 
Driving along the A55 towards Bangor, just past the Colwyn Bay junction, you 

may think youôre travelling through a modern cutting.  However youôre driving 
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Mike Headon 

through the Ballast Pit created during the construction of the Chester to Holyhead 

Railway.  Later this big hole was a goods yard and coal depot, and now it contains 

the Bay View Shopping Centre.  Nothing changed the landscape of Britain like the 

building of the railways.  New dedicated railway towns were created such as 

Crewe and new stations sited away from the old settlement centres attracted 
development and industry (Congleton and Sandbach), or created completely new 

villages (Llandudno Junction). 

 

Why not visit 

Cheshire:  Crewe and Crewe Heritage Centre; Frodsham and Helsby stations (both 

grade II listed); the Wirral Way on the track bed of the West Kirby branch of the 

Birkenhead Railway, with the restored Hadlow Road station.  Shropshire:  

Shrewsbury railway station, Oswestry Transport Museum (Cambrian Railways); 

Gobowen station (grade II listed); the Severn Valley Railway from Bridgnorth to 

Kidderminster via Hampton Loade and Highbury.  North-east Wales:  Stephenson's 

Conwy railway bridge and breach of the town walls, and his Britannia Bridge over 

the Menai Straits; Holywell Junction station (now disused), by Francis Thompson, 
1848; Henry Robertson's Cefn-bychan (Newbridge) railway viaduct near Chirk. 

 

Further information  

F.G. Cockman, Discovering Lost Railways (5th edn, Princes Risborough, Shire, 

1988) and Railway Architecture (2nd edn, Princes Risborough, Shire, 1988); 

London Transport Museum, Metro-land 1932 Edition (Harpenden, Oldcastle 

Books, 1987) ï with more detail in A. Jackson, London's Metropolitan Railway 

(Newton Abbot, David & Charles, 1986).  See also the section Railways in the 

Landscape in J. Simmons, A. K. B. Evans & J. Gough, The Impact of the Railway 

on Society in Britain (Aldershot, Ashgate, 2003). 
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The Curzon family, whose family estate was Keddlestone Hall in Derbyshire, 

acquired the lands now known as Curzon Park and Chester Golf Club, by virtue of 

the marriage of Assheton Curzon to Elizabeth Hanmer in 1756. She inherited the 

land from her father upon his demise. The land at that time was a farm known as 

Brewers Hall - an anglicised version of its original 13th century title of Brueres 
Halgh. Little of note appears to have taken place on the land during this period, 

apart from the Parliamentarians sighting a large cannon at the farmhouse to 

bombard the Royalist held City during the Civil War siege of 1645-46. To 

commemorate the event a plaque has been erected on the site which is now the 

seventh tee of the golf course. 

 

Asshetonôs grandson, Richard William Penn, eventually inherited the farm together 

with the titles of Viscount Curzon and Earl Howe from his grandfather and father 

respectively and it was he who decided to develop the area. In September 1846 an 

advert was placed in the ñChester Courantò advertising the sale of leasehold plots 

on the north side of Deva Crescent which we now know as Curzon Park North. 

Chester at that time was enjoying a short period of railway led economic 
prosperity. The city was regarded as a desirable place for the gentry to live. 

Hemingwayôs History of Chester written in 1831 states 

 

There are few places where the gentry form such a high 

proportion of the community...all the elegant amusements and 

establishments that grace the most distinguished towns and cities 

may be found within the city and are patronised by the higher 

classes with the utmost zeal. 

 

Penn may have been encouraged to develop the area by the opening of the 

Grosvenor Bridge in 1832 for this enhanced access to the lands south of the River 
Dee which hitherto could only be reached via the Old Dee Bridge in Handbridge. 

Improving access to the south bank was not the primary purpose of the bridge 

which had been constructed in a vain attempt to recapture the lucrative  London ï 

Holyhead coach trade that had been lost with the with the opening of Telfordôs  

quicker route via Shrewsbury, now known as the A5. He was also encouraged by 

the arrival of the railway to Chester in 1840 with lines to Birkenhead and to Crewe. 

He envisaged that the railway would appeal to Liverpool merchants wishing to 

commute to Chester. In fact the opening of the first section of the Chester ï 

Holyhead line in 1846 created a junction with the earlier North Wales Mineral 

Railway Company line from Wrexham at Saltney.  Saltney prospered as a result 

and was to become Chesterôs premier industrial zone by virtue of its access to rail 

A Short History of  Curzon Park, Chester  
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and river.  One early Curzon Park resident was William Woods, who established a 

very successful chain and anchor foundry there. There was a direct path from Deva 

Crescent to the Saltney wharves and sidings via the pedestrian way under the 

railway - a route which still exists in part. 

 
Sale and development of the Deva Crescent plots must have been rapid. By 1851 

ñthere were a line of nine large detached houses along the river cliff and three 

others built near to the entrance to the estateò.  The western end of Deva Crescent 

branched into two separate bridges over the railway both of which still exist.  

Curzon possibly intended further housing development on what is now golf club 

land via one bridge whilst the second bridge was for access from the farm to the 

farmland south of the railway. Curzon Park Lodge, now The Lodge, which 

controlled access to the estate via a gated barrier across Deva Crescent must also 

have been built at this time. The original footbridge across The Dingle was ña 

pretty little suspension bridgeò. 

The Dingle Footbridge c.1900 

 

Subsequent development of Curzon Park was slow. The 1873 OS map shows only 

two buildings on Park Road, now called Curzon Park South, and no further houses 

on Deva Crescent.  By 1900 only two more houses had been built on Deva 

Crescent and 12 more in Park Road which  then only extended westwards as far as 

The Gables,  the present day  Convent. Construction of further houses beyond 35 

Park Road did not occur until after the Second World War. 
 

Development on the north side of Hough Green was more rapid. The land was 

owned by the City Corporation which started selling plots in 1853 and by 1861 the 
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census records that nos. 2 ï 62 were built and occupied. In 1879 a horse drawn 

tram service from Saltney Station to Chester Station opened. It was electrified in 

1903. 

 

By 1912 it was clear that the demand for exclusive property in Chester was smaller 
than the supply on offer. Consequently, Curzon advertised the sale of the 

remaining 72 acres of Curzon Park together with the sale of the freeholds of 

existing properties. At this time Chester Golf Club, which had been formed in 1901 

on land at the Bache, was looking for a new course and acquired the land that it 

now occupies north of the railway. More of the clubôs history is recorded in the 

clubôs Centenary published in 2001. The sale of the rest of Curzon Park land was 

not successful. The ñLiverpool Postò of 29 September 1919 announced that a 

syndicate had purchased 50 acres of Curzon Park for industrial development! The 

syndicate had obviously not realised that among the residents of Curzon Park there 

were a number of councillors and former Mayors. Although no planning policy 

existed beforehand, the Council hastily adopted one which restricted development 

to residential use only. As a result the syndicate sued the Council for damages and 
put their holding back on the market. 

 

In 1921 a syndicate of prominent residents invited others to invest in a company to 

buy the undeveloped acres of Curzon Park to protect it from undesirable 

development. They proposed to divide the area into housing plots and produced a 

draft layout which included a railway station on Earlsway which would, of course, 

been attractive to commuters. The idea did not prosper. 

 

The City Council had earlier been interested in developing public housing on the 

site with the aid of government mortgages but the government had to withdraw the 

offer due, no doubt, to national economic circumstances. However, in 1925 the 
Council purchased 52 acres and drew up a plan. 

 

Between 1925 and 1939 several different developers built groups of houses on the 

western end of the estate.  During the Second World War land on the north side of 

Curzon Park South was used for allotments. The land which is now The Paddock 

was reported to be a rough field with tennis courts and a pavilion. Some houses 

were taken over and used as billets or military offices. Curzon Park South was 

completed after the war with the development of The Paddock, The Serpentine and 

Westfield Close. In more recent times several of the larger houses have been 

divided or converted into apartments. The Victorian phase of the estate is now a 

conservation area and the broad tree lined verges are a significant feature.  Some of 

the trees are reaching maturity. It is to be hoped that efforts will be made to 
conserve them and retain the attractive nature of the estate. 
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Curzon Park from the South c. 1930. 

  Clive Howard 

 

If anybody has any further information about the estate Clive would like to hear 

from them.  Contact him on 01244 676635 or by email howardclive@talktalk.net. 

      

 

Described as a ólocal history giant,ô Lionel Munby died earlier this year, aged 90.  

Amongst his most well known publications were The Hertfordshire Landscape 

(1977) and Reading Tudor and Stuart Handwriting (with A. Crosby and S. Hobbs, 

2002). 

 

Born in Leeds, Lionel studied at Hertford College where he obtained a first in 

modern history in 1939.  Following the war he was appointed to teach at the 

University of Cambridgeôs Board of Extra-Mural Studies.  Lionel encouraged his 

students to become actively involved in their learning: reading documents, 

deciphering old handwriting, studying maps and walking fields.  He wanted them 
to explore and discover for themselves the local history of their own communities. 

In addition to numerous publications, Lionel founded the Hertfordshire Record 

Society and was editor of The Amateur Historian, later renamed The Local 

Historian.  He was also involved in the British Association for Local History.  

Lionel Munby - a man of  the landscape 
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Can you help? 
 
Peter Boughton at the Grosvenor Museum is currently researching the work of 

George Cuitt.  He has contacted CSLH to ask if we can help him identify the 

location of the engraving shown below.  Entitled óMill near Chesterô (c.1816) Peter 

thinks that the water mill may have been located on the River Gowy.  Although the 

church tower in the top right of the engraving might be a clue to the millôs location, 

Peter suspects that the tower may be óseriously misleadingô. 

 

If you have any ideas please get in touch with the editor. 


